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What is phonics?
 Phonics is taught on a daily basis in KS1. 

 Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate 

sounds or ‘phonemes’. 

 They are then taught how to blend these sounds together to read 

the whole word. 

 The children are then encouraged to use these strategies to read 

and spell in their other lessons. 

 There are 44 different phonemes that are taught in phonics. 





Phonemes 

Oxford owl

Phonics made easy

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/


What does a lesson look like?

 Each day the children have a 20 minute phonics lesson. 

 The children go to small differentiated groups to ensure 

teachers can work closely with the children to optimise 

their understanding. 

 Each lesson follows the same structure
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Each lesson will start with a revisit – this is 

where the children will repeat the 

phonemes (sounds) that they have 

already learnt to build fluency. 

Then the teach will 

introduce pupils to the new 

phoneme for that lesson. 

Then the children will have a chance to practise 

saying and reading words that contain the new 

phoneme  by decoding using their current phonics 

knowledge. 

Then the children will go 

to activities that will allow 

them to apply the new 

phoneme to different 

activities. 
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Why do we teach phonics?
 In June all year 1 pupils will sit a phonics screening check. 

 The phonics check has been designed so that children of all abilities will be able 
to take part. 

 It tests the children’s ability to decode and blend phonemes (sounds) to read 
words.

 The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete during phonics 
lessons. 

 Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds together.eg 
d-o-g – dog

 There are 40 words for the children to read.

 The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children know and therefore 
the children will be asked to read made up ‘nonsense’  words.

THIS IS NOT A READING TEST

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57


Phonics screening check
 The phonics screening check consists of 40 words – these 

words are a mixture of 20 real and 20 pseudo (nonsense) 

words. 

 The children will need to be able to decode and read 32 out 

of the 40 words to pass. 

 Each child will sit the screening one to one and will read the 

words aloud to a teacher. 

 The test will take approximately 10 minutes, however, every 

child is different and can complete the check at their own 

pace. 

 The pseudo (nonsense words will be shown to the children 

with a picture of an alien. This helps the children understand 

that they are nonsense words. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk


Pseudo/ nonsense words)

Pseudo words are included so that 

the children are introduced to new 

words and can show their ability to 

decode and blend each of the 

phonemes in the word that they have 

been taught. 



How can you help?
 You can help your children with their phonics in many different ways. 

 Encourage the children to sound out the phonemes when reading their 

home/ school reading book or when writing. 

 Read as much as possible with your child.

 Play lots of sound and listening games with your child. 

 If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging them 

to say each sound in the word from left to right. 

 Practising sounds by pointing them out in words. 

 Reminding the children to blend the phonemes back together after 

sounding them out to read the full word clearly and fluently. 



Useful websites for phonics 
 Education city – pupils have logins in their 

homework books (oldest child has access)

 Top marks – English learning games – letters 

and sounds

 Phonics play – free access – children games

 Oxford owl – phonics made easy

 Phonics bloom - games



Questions?


